
The First Sunday after Christmas 

December 28, 2025 
Hymn Sing 

 
Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace 
 
Call to Worship  
Leader:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People:  We have seen His glory, full of grace and truth. 
L:  The light that shone in Bethlehem still shines today. 
P:  We come to worship the Christ who remains with us. 
L:  Christ has come into the world and into our lives. 
ALL:  We gather to give thanks and to follow where He leads 
. 
 *Opening Hymn “Angels from the Realms of Glory” Page  220 
Opening Prayer 

 
Prayer of  Praise for New Year 2026 
Gracious and loving God, on this day we pause to sing glory with the 
angels to the newborn King, ever marveling at the greatness of your 
love for us. A love prepared to take on our flesh and be born in the 
humblest of circumstances. Each year, the breadth of your love brings 
forth from us a response of praise. A response articulated in and 
through worship, as we sing traditional carols and as we hear familiar 
words of scripture.  A response embodied in loving and hospitable acts. 
We praise you for your great gift of love - Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord - who brings to birth in us love for you, O God, and love for one 
another.  On this Sunday of this year, as we look to a new and unknown 
future, we know we can embrace the unknown with confidence 
because you have blessed our lives with your presence in Jesus Christ 
and have empowered us with your Spirit to face whatever the future 
holds. For these blessings, we offer our praise and thanksgiving in Jesus’ 
name and for his sake. Amen. (Light all Advent Candles) 
 
“Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow”    Ben Ninesling 
Prayer of  Confession  
L:  Gracious God, we confess that after the songs are sung and the gifts 
are opened, we are tempted to return to old habits and familiar ways, 
forgetting that Christmas changes everything. 
P:  We confess that we celebrate Christ’s birth, yet struggle to follow 
Him in our daily lives. 

L:  We welcome the light of Christ, but too often choose the comfort of 
routine over the call of discipleship. 
P:  Forgive us, Lord, for the times we treat Christmas as a moment 
instead of a way of life. 
L:  Help us to carry the hope, peace, joy, and love of Christ into the 
ordinary days that follow. 
P:  Renew our hearts, reshape our lives, and teach us to live as people 
of the Incarnation— bearing Your light into the world. 
ALL: We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, born for us and still with us. 
Amen. 
 
Assurance of  Forgiveness 
L:  Hear the good news: The child born in Bethlehem 
is the Savior who walks with us still. The Word who became flesh 
continues to dwell among us, full of grace and truth. 
In Jesus Christ, God’s mercy is made new, our sins are forgiven, 
and our lives are restored. 
ALL:  In Christ, we are forgiven and free. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
Offering “God Made a Way” Julie Immelt Wheldon 
 
Doxology       Page    95 
   
*Hymn “Away in A Manager”    Page  27 

 
Scripture        Matthew 2:13-23 
 
Sermon:  God Made a Way  Julie Immelt Wheldon 
 
Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition    

Father in heaven, I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what 
thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to 
suffering. Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for 
thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me 
have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. And 
the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 
Amen 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
*Closing Hymn  “”Oh Little Town of  Bethlehem” Page 230 

Benediction 



 

 

 

Join us for coffee hour after the service each Sunday. If  this is your 
first time with us, please fill out the registration pad in the pew. 
Reminder: We want to get to know each other. If  you see someone you 
don’t know, greet them and introduce yourself. 

Church Happenings 

 
Your pledge envelopes are in the Solarium. See Heather if you did not 
ask for a set and would like one. 
 
Youth Group Christmas Party will be today at 4:00 pm 
 
Men’s Fellowship Group every Tuesday 10 am – 11 am. 
 

Bible Study on Thursdays at 10 am. All are Welcome!  

 
Save the Dates:  

 
January 7. 2026, 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting. Zoom Meeting ID 
844 2073 4553. Passcode 060 368 
January 10, 2026, Cookie Exchange. 
January 23, 2026, Pot Luck Supper 
February 8 “Sonshine Sunday” 
February 18 Ash Wednesday Soup and Bread Supper 

United Methodist Church 
57 Pond Street, Osterville, MA 02655 

Pastor John Wesley Taylor 508-451-5858 

First Sunday after Christmas 

December 28, 2025 

Pastor John Wesley Taylor 

Daniel Shinabarger 

Music Director 

 

 

Coffee Hour 
Don & Sue Douglas 
Patty Kilmain 
 

Lay Readers 
8:30 am:  John Schoenherr 
10:00 am:  Julie Immelt Wheldon 


