
The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 24, 2023   

 Hymn Sing 

 

Welcome, Announcements,  Passing the Peace  

 
Call to Worship: (from Psalm 78) 

L: The Lord calls for you, beloved. 
P: Here I am, Lord! 
L: The Lord calls to a broken world to redeem the hurt. 
ALL:  O Lord, open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your 

praise. We celebrate that we are saved by your grace! Alleluia! 
 
*Opening Hymn  “Freely, Freely”         Page 389 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Childrens’ Sermon 
 
Prayer of Confession:  (Based on Luke 15) 

Leader: The prodigal said, “I will get up and go to my father, and I 
will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your child.’ ” Let us, like 
the prodigal, come to our divine Parent, and seek forgiveness for 
our sin. Let us pray: 
L: Most merciful God, we bow before you and confess that like 
foolish children we have rebelled against you and our own true 
home.  
P: We have wandered far away, seeking gratification for our de-
sires.  
L: We have wasted your good gifts in self-indulgent living. P: We 
have sought sustenance amidst alien places.  
ALL: Forgive us: cleanse us, that by your forgiving love, we are 
able to find the way back to our true home. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

L: God and the angels in heaven celebrated at the return of a prod-
igal. Friends believe the good news: Through Christ Jesus, our sins 

are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored.  ALL:  Halle-
lujah! Amen! 

 
 
Offering                                      

 
Doxology                     Page    95 
  
*Hymn “Open My Eyes That I May See”           Page   454 
 

 
Scripture       2 Corinthians 5:14-21.        Luke 15: 11-31 

 
Guest Speaker:  Emmanuel Nabieu, Director of Mission Ad-
vancement & Partnership for Helping Children Worldwide 

 

Sermon:       Jesus is the Bridge. Part 2 

 
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer   

*Closing Hymn  “I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me”          Page  2151 

   
Benediction  

 
 

The Altar Flowers are donated by Kay Rockwood 
 In Loving Memory of  Sandy Grayson 

 

     

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lay Readers 
8:30:  Patty Morell 
10:00:  Vonnie Jacquard 

Coffee Hour 
Barbara Priestly 
Sue Wiper 



Join us for coffee hour after the service each Sunday in our  
solarium. We want to welcome you! If  you are visiting for the 
first time, please fill out the registration pad in the pew. 
Reminder: We want to get to know each other. If  you see 
someone you don’t know, greet them and introduce yourself.  
 

Church Happenings 

Holy Land Pilgrimage Meeting Tuesday, September 26, 2023 at 
6:30 pm. Zoom coordinates to follow. Let Pastor John know if you 
will be attending pastorjohn3333@gmail.com. 
 
Early Worship will Continue Outside in Blaine Chapel while the  
weather stays warm.  
 
Altar Flowers. If you would like to donate flowers for the altar, 
please sign up on the bulletin board by the restroom in the 
solarium and fill out a form for Jane and leave it on her desk. The 
arrangements are $50.00. You may leave a check with your order or 
drop one off when convenient. 
 
We Want You to Help with Our Holiday Fair! 
Cookies, Cookies, Cookies. It is time to start baking. You may leave 
your donations in the freezer in the north basement.  
Any kind of Crafting – Painting, Sewing, Woodworking, Wreath and 
Tree Decorating, etc. Call Sharon Kaczmarczyk 774-313-0199. 
Recipes, Recipes, Recipes. The Cookbook is in the works but will 
only be possible if you all send in some of your favorite recipes. 
Appetizers to Desserts and everything in between.  Either email 
them to office@umcchurches.org or drop them off at the office. 
 
Our Next Yard Sale will be on Saturday, September 30, 2023. If 
you can help, give the office a call 508-428-2811. 
 
YOUTH GROUP TODAY  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. 
 

 
 

So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compas-
sion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 

and kissed him.- Luke 15:20 
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