Second Sunday of Easter
April 16, 2023

*Songfest: “Above the Hills of Time”, “Pass It On” Page 572
(vl), “Open My Eyes, Lord” Page 2086

Welcome, Announcements, Passing the Peace

Call to Worship (from Hebrews 11,12)

L: By faith, Abraham and Sarah sojourned to the land of promise.
P: By faith, they lived as strangers to the people around.

L: By faith Joseph brought his family to live in Egypt.

P: By faith Moses led the children of Israel through the sea and
through the desert.

L: By faith men and women rose to protect Israel in times of
turmoil.

P: By faith men and women prophesied and remembered.

L: By faith people waited for the one who was to come.

P: Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.

All: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us ALSO lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely,
and let US run with patience the race which is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the pioneer and FINISHER of our faith.

*Opening Hymn  “Christ Has Risen” Page 2115
Junior Sermon:  “What'’s It Worth?” Dr. Deyton

Prayer of Confession

L: Loving God, we confess that we have written Easter on our
calendars rather than our hearts.

P: We have made resurrection about the revival of nature rather
than revival in our souls.

L: We have let language, custom, and habit keep us from witness,
friendship, and service.

All: Forgive us, God. Open our eyes, open our minds, stretch out
our hands. Widen our fellowship, empower our responsibility.

Help us to know you among the excluded, the powerless, the
friendless. As we see, may we serve. As we hear, may we follow.
In Jesus’ name. AMEN

*Hymn “This Little Light of Mine” Page 585

Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Offering “Open Our Eyes, Lord” Smith
The Choir

Doxology Page 95

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, John 20:19-29
Response: L. May we hear in these words the Word of the Lord.
P. Thanks be to God.

Sermon:  Faith Is A Marathon, Not A Sprint. Dr. Deyton

*Closing Hymn “Guide My Feet” (v. 1, 2, 3,6) Page 2080

Benediction
Response: Amen

Coftee Hour Lay Readers
Jeanine Farrell 8:30 am Misti Hedges
Joyce Bartlett 10:00 am James Tinsley

Join us for coffee hour after the service each Sunday in our
solarium. We want to welcome you! If you are visiting for the
first time, please fill out the registration pad in the pew.
Reminder: We want to get to know each other. If you see
someone you don’t know, greet them and introduce yourself.
Make them feel welcome and comfortable.



Church Happenings

Happy Patriots Day on Monday April 17", The office will be
closed, and the Boston Marathon will be live on Channel 805 on TV.

Thursday mornings 10:00 am Pastor John’s Bible Study.

“The Chosen” Sessions will begin again next week on Thursday,
April 20 at 5:30 pm and the following Tuesday at 10:00 am.

Men’s Bible Study Group meets on Mondays at 7:00 pm. Anyone
is welcome to join. They are Zoom meetings and call the office for
the codes, if you are interested.

There will be a ten-year celebration of the Mural Artwork in the
Solarium done by artists Lois Taylor, Barry Jones-Henry and Jessica
Bevis. It will be held during the coffee hour after the 10 am Service
on April 23.

At the beginning of the war against Ukraine, we made small
Ukrainian flags available for people to take home and display. We
have some left which you are welcome to take from the display in
the solarium on the sheep donation table.

Lend-a-Hand needs your help. They meet on Monday from 9 am
till 12 pm. Speak to David Eaton or Heather Wolfe about assisting.

Our Rainbow’s End Thrift Shop is open Wednesday-Saturday
from 10:30 to 3. Donations of clothing and other items are always
welcome. The shop is looking for Spring and Summer clothing for
men and women right now. Bring them over to the shop
Wednesday thru Friday from 11 am till 2 pm. You can also
volunteer at the shop. Speak to Pamela at the shop or Jane Gray if
you are interested.
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