
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 
*Hymn Sing 
 

Welcome, Announcements,  Passing the Peace 

 
Call to Worship  (from Psalm 130) 
L:  We worship and adore you, O God, we stand in awe of your great 
mercy. 
P:  O how I yearned to hear the promise of your forgiveness with a 
longing as great as a watcher in the night waits for the dawn. 
L:  O that all people would put their trust in you, O God, and experience 
your  steadfast love and forgiveness. 
ALL:  We worship and adore you, O God, we stand in awe of your great 
mercy. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
*Opening Hymn     “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”     age 57 
 
Children’s Sermon 

Prayer of Confession   (from Romans 8) 
L:  The Apostle Paul writes that “to set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.”  We confess, O God, that 
when we, as your people in this place,  set our minds on the things of the 
flesh as opposed to the Spirit, our lives become all too easily influenced 
by and attracted to the powers of the world.  
P:  Forgive us when our vision  is limited by the power of the ‘bottom 
line’ - whether we can afford to make plans for the future or not. 
L:  Remind us that all things are possible when our minds are set on the 
Spirit. 
P:  Forgive us if we remain captive to patterns and programs of the 
past. 
L:  Remind us that newness and future possibilities can become reality 
when our minds are set on the Spirit. 
P:  Forgive us when daily news reports and personal experiences fill us 
with fear and depression,  hopelessness and despair. 
L:  Remind us that when minds are set on the Spirit, you give us the 
ability to cope because your Spirit, O God, brings life into the most 
deadening situations. 
P:  Forgive us when our words and actions conceal the truth of the  

gospel. Remind us that our integrity is alive and well when our minds 
are set on the Spirit. 
L:  Gracious life-giving God, set our minds, our hearts, and our lives anew 
on the Holy Spirit so that we are filled with your life and love, mercy and 
peace.  May all our relationships be so bound together with these 
qualities that we are visible reminders that your Spirit, O God dwells in 
us all.   
ALL:  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
L:  Our hope is in God whose steadfast love surrounds us and in whom “is 
great power to redeem”. (Psalm 130: 7)  This power is revealed in Jesus 
Christ who promises us life where there is death, and forgiveness where 
there is sin. The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ we are for-
given. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
  
Offering   “”            The Choir 
 
Doxology                  Page     95 
 
*Hymn  “”              Page   
 
Scripture    Ezekiel 37: 1-14    John 11: 38-44 
 

Sermon:     Called Forth To Live! 
 
Solo                      Daniel Shinabarager 

Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer   

*Closing Hymn  “How Great Thou Art”           Page    77 
 
Benediction 

 
 
Join us for coffee hour after the service each Sunday in our solarium. 
We want to welcome you! If  you are visiting for the first time, please 
fill out the registration pad in the pew. Reminder: We want to get to 
know each other. If  you see someone you don’t know, greet them and 
introduce yourself. Make them feel welcome and comfortable. 

Lay Readers    
  8:30 am Patty Morell 
10:00 am Carole Eichner 

Coffee  Hour 
Jackie Schrafft 
Priscilla Tinsley 

 



Church Happenings 

Lenten discussions continue on Thursdays, at 5:30 pm and on Tuesdays 
at 10:00 am about the TV series “The Chosen.”  
There will be a pot luck supper on Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 5:30 pm 
followed by a Worship Service at 7:00 pm. Please sign up in the Solarium. 
 
Sign up today for the March 24 winter dinner at Wimpy’s in Osterville. 
We gather at 6 PM and are seated together. Separate checks.  
 
Our social media guru, Sonja Sheasley is having a workshop on Saturday, 
March 25- 1:00 pm-3:00 pm. Fear Social Media No More!  See the church 
website for more information. 
 
Needed:  Many dozen plastic Easter eggs for our youth group to fill with 
candy for the Egg Hunt to be held after church Easter Sunday. Donations 
of wrapped candy to put inside the eggs are welcome as well. Please 
leave them in the box outside Heather’s office by 6 pm April 5 
. 
Thursday mornings 10:00 am Pastor John’s Bible Study. 
 

Easter Flowers:  if you would like to sign up for Easter tulips or daffodils, 
the sign-up sheets are on the table by the entrance to the Solarium. 
 

Our Sunday school children are doing a Lenten mission project to 
collect enough money to purchase a sheep for Heifer Project 
International. We are asking for pocket change donations. Please see 
the table in the solarium to make your donation. 
 
At the beginning of the war against Ukraine, we made small Ukrainian 
flags available for people to take home and display. We have some left 
which you are welcome to take from the display in the solarium on the 
sheep donation table. 
 
Lend-a-Hand needs your help. They meet on Monday  from 9 am till 12 
pm. Speak to David Eaton or Heather Wolfe about assisting. 
 

Our Rainbow’s End Thrift Shop is open Wednesday-Saturday 
from 10:30 to 3. Winter clothes are only $1.00 apiece. You can 
volunteer at the shop. Speak to Heather Wolfe if you are interested. 

 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with strips of  linen, and a 

cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off  the 
grave clothes and let him go.”-  John 11: 43-44 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 

Pastor John Wesley Taylor 
508-451-5858 

      Daniel Shinabarger, Music Director  

 United Methodist Church 
57 Pond Street, Osterville, MA 02655 

508-428-2811 www.ostervillechurch.com 


